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EDUCATION, LIBRARIES AND HERITAGE SCRUTINY PANEL

Tuesday 16th May 2000



Resources Directorate


Director: David Earle


Shire Hall, Castle Hill,


Cambridge, CB3 0AP



ACTION

1.
EDUCATION, LIBRARIES AND HERITAGE BEST VALUE REVIEWS 2000/01 PROGRAMME AND TERMS OF REFERENCE





The Panel received the report of the Director of Education, Libraries and Heritage on the proposed Best Value Review Programme for 2000/01 and is satisfied that the topic coverage is sufficiently rigorous and thorough.







However the proposed terms of reference of the SEN Policy and Resources Best Value review appears to omit proper consideration of the potential impact of changes to the funding of arrangements.  We are firmly of the opinion that consideration of this issue should be added to the remit of the review and would like to receive confirmation from the Director that this will be done.
Director ELH






The Panel is disappointed that the terms of reference of the Best Value review of Heritage services were less detailed than those of other reviews examined by members of the Panel.  The Panel would like the Director and the Head of Policy and Review (Chief Executive's Department ) to ensure that future terms of reference adhere to a standard format of sufficient breadth.
Director ELH

Head of Policy & Review





2.
PUPIL PERFORMANCE 1999 AND THE EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT PLAN







The Director of Education, Libraries and Heritage reported on the generally good performance achieved in national tests by pupils in LEA primary and secondary schools in 1999 and on the areas identified for development and close monitoring.







However the Panel noted with concern that the proportion of students failing to achieve a grade A*-G at GCSE had risen and is above both the national average and that of our statistical neighbours.  The Panel considers it is very important that the reasons for the apparent decline are analysed and understood.  The Panel wishes to receive a report to this effect at its October meeting and would like the report to include a description of the action being taken to bring about an improvement.
Director ELH






The A Level results show a fall in the average points score for students entered in 2 or more subjects (LEA schools) and is significantly below similar authorities.  The Panel notes that the statistics are affected significantly by the exclusion of pupils in 6th form and FE Colleges. The Panel considers it is important to compare results on a like for like basis and therefore asks the Director to adjust the figures to reflect a common base in future reports. 
Director ELH






Arising from the debate, the Panel would like the Director to report to the Panel meeting in October on the destination of students after Year 11 and to identify significant issues arising.
Director ELH






The Panel also discussed the possibility for the focus on A-C GCSE results to distort priorities (eg by concentrating on raising achievement to marginal students from D to C Grade rather than seeking to improve performance across the range).  The Panel would like future reports on pupil performance to address this concern.
Director ELH





3.
AUDIT COMMISSION PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 1998/99







The Panel noted performance achieved in 1998/99 in comparison with other County Councils and that many of the areas where Cambridgeshire’s performance was substantially worse than average for other County Councils related to comparative levels of spending.







The Panel identified an apparent discrepancy between the comparatively few number of hours for which students were enrolled on adult education classes with the relatively high spending per head on adult education (indicators 17A and K19).  The Panel asked that the Director report on this to the next meeting.
Director ELH






The Panel agreed that when receiving information on Audit Commission Performance Indicators the Panel would wish to see information on the Council’s performance both in previous years and against the average of nearest neighbour authorities.  Information should be presented in both chart and table format as appropriate.
Head of Policy & Review Director ELH






OTHER ISSUES






4.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN







Councillor McGuire was elected Chairman of the Panel for the municipal year 2000/01.






5.
INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW SCRUTINY PANELS







The Panel received a report of the Chief Executive on proposed arrangements for the operation of new Scrutiny Panels and endorsed the proposed work programme for the Panel as set out in Appendix 2 to the report.


Director ELH






Attendance: Councillors L W McGuire (Chairman), S Bicker, M Farrar, M L Leeke,  P W Silby and A B Stenner

Time: 14.30 - 16.45

Place: Shire Hall, Cambridge
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