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	ACTION



	34
	ASSESSMENT OF LAST MEETING – 6th FEBRUARY 2001
	

	
	
	

	
	Noted.
	

	
	
	

	35
	MEMBER LED REVIEW OF STUDENT AWARDS
	

	
	
	

	
	The Panel received a paper (tabled) summarising issues identified for further consideration and questioning arising from previous discussions by the Panel.
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillor R Wilkinson (Chairman of Education, Libraries and Heritage Committee), B Gale (Assistant Director ELH – Pupil Support) and K Smith (Student Awards Manager) attended the meeting to answer questions on the review.  The Panel was supported by D Atkinson (Executive Assistant to the Director of ELH) and T Farr (Solicitor).
	

	
	
	

	
	Following questions and discussion of issues arising, the Panel agreed the following conclusions/recommendations:

(i)
that given the context set by the following factors:

· the financial constraints facing the Council,

· the national and local imperatives to prioritise expenditure on schools

· the uncertainty of future grant arrangements by the Learning and Skills Council

· the implications for individual students if the policy were discontinued,

the Panel supports:

· the Council’s current policy of there being a presumption that the Council will not make new discretionary awards,

· for the policy not to be funded

· for there to be a mechanism to hear appeals against decisions not to make a discretionary award

· for awards to be made on appeal in exceptional circumstances in accordance with agreed criteria.

(ii)
that the Council’s policy and arrangements should be reviewed once the Learning and Skills Councils policy in respect of supporting students in Further Education has been clarified and that a report on the review should be made to a future meeting of the Scrutiny Panel

(iii)
that the Panel believes that there will be benefit in analysing progression trends to further and higher education, training and work particularly in respect of individuals from ethnic minority backgrounds and on a geographic basis.


	

	
	(iv)
that arrangements be implemented to monitor the take up of grants by applicants from ethnic minorities

(v)
that leaflets on student awards should be available in ethnic minority languages (and in other formats to suit people with visual disabilities) and that the DfEE should be urged to provide these on a national basis

(vi) 
that the revised arrangements for hearing appeals for discretionary awards under the new internal political management arrangements to be introduced from May 2001 should include provision for:

· an opportunity for the appellant to attend the committee to present their case if they so wish


· the appellant to be able to be accompanied by a solicitor, advocate, friend or other person (which may include a member of the Council)


· there to be legal advice available at meetings of the committee established to hear such appeals


	

	
	The Panel agreed that a short report be prepared setting out the Panel’s recommendations.
	Panel Secretary

	
	
	

	
	The Panel expressed its thanks to members and officers involved in the review.
	

	
	
	

	36
	EDUCATION, LIBRARIES AND HERITAGE SCRUTINY PANEL – ANNUAL REPORT
	

	
	
	

	
	The Panel considered a draft annual report from the Panel to the Education, Libraries and Heritage Committee summarising the work of the Panel since its establishment in May 2000.
	

	
	
	


	
	The Panel agreed the report subject to:

· changes to correct a number of typographical and grammatical errors


· the inclusion at paragraph 3.2 of concern by the Panel about reductions in the percentage of pupils achieving 5 grade A-G at GCSE.
	Panel Secretary

	
	
	

	37
	AGENDA PLAN
	

	
	
	

	
	The Panel considered the agenda plan of items for future meetings.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Panel expressed concern that an item on Pupil Performance and a progress report on the Education Development Plan had not been submitted to this meeting of the Panel as scheduled.  The Panel emphasised that unless there were exceptional and extenuating circumstances, it would normally expect reports requested to be submitted to the scheduled meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Panel agreed that reports on these two items be added to the agenda for the Scrutiny Committee on 5th June 2001 and that some of the items scheduled for that meeting be deferred to the Committee meeting on 10th July 2001.
	Panel Secretary

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Attendance by Panel Members:

Councillor L W McGuire (Chairman), M Farrar, M L Leeke and A B Stenner

Also in attendance by invitation: Councillor R Wilkinson

Time:

14.30 – 16.15

Place:

Shire Hall, Cambridge
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