GOVERNORS SELECTION SUB-COMMITTEE: MINUTES

��Date:

�Friday, 5th December 1997��Time:

�12.33 - 1.10��Place:

�Kreis Viersen Room, Shire Hall, Cambridge��Present:



�Councillors J L Barker (substituting for R Wilkinson), R Driver, A Kent, I C Kidman and D R Pegram



Also in Attendance:



Councillor S V Brinton

��Apologies:

�Councillor R Wilkinson��



6.�ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN��

It was resolved:



That Councillor R Driver be elected Chairman for the meeting.





7.	MINUTES - 27TH AUGUST 1997



The minutes of the meeting held on 27th August 1997 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.





8.	APPOINTMENT OF LEA GOVERNORS TO SCHOOL/COLLEGE GOVERNING BODIES - OUTSTANDING CASUAL VACANCIES



The Sub-Committee considered a tabled letter from Councillor R Wilkinson, (Chairman of the Education, Libraries and Heritage Committee) to all members of the County Council on nomination for school governorship.  In his letter, he stated that as part of a review of the whole area of school governance it was important for governors appointed to represent the Local Education Authority (LEA) to establish a role that complemented the other local interests rather than duplicated existing representation.  Parents, for example, already had opportunities to seek governorships through parent governor vacancies and also through co-options without recourse to LEA nomination.  It was his view that this would strengthen the status of those appointed as LEA governors.  He also emphasised that, notwithstanding the advantages of a broad representation of interests within the Governing Body, the most important attributes of a prospective governor were a preparedness to attend regularly and play a constructive part within the Governing Body team.



Members discussed Councillor Wilkinson’s proposal and acknowledged that it was important that LEA governors had a degree of independence from schools.  However, they were concerned that any decision to exclude parents with children at a school from consideration as an LEA governor at that school would cause ill-will and a considerable degree of offence.  It was suggested that whilst being a parent with children at a school should not be a criterion for them to be considered as an LEA governor at that school, it should not necessarily debar them.  It was also important that any decision to exclude parents was not applied retrospectively to affect LEA governors already appointed and that LEA governors who were not parents of children at a school when first appointed but whose children started school during their governorship should not be disqualified.



Members highlighted the difficulties many Councillors faced in finding appropriate people to stand as LEA governors.  The LEA was currently examining present training opportunities for all governors and their overall needs.  It was suggested that any new criteria for LEA governors should be developed as part of the review of the whole area of school governance and should be well publicised to all schools with an opportunity for them to comment on the proposals.  The Chairman suggested, and the Sub-Committee agreed, that the proposal to exercise a preference for candidates for LEA governor vacancies who did not not have children at the school should be considered at the next meeting.  It was also suggested that all members of the County Council should be consulted on this proposal before the meeting.



The Sub-Committee considered a report and schedule listing outstanding casual vacancies for individual establishments, which included nominations from local Councillors.



It was resolved:



(i)	That the following appointments be made with immediate effect:



Name of Establishment�Governor(s) Appointed�����Bourn CE School�Mrs J Beddall��Cavalry County Primary School�Mr I Groome��Colleges Nursery School�Councillor T O’Dell��Coton C of E (C) Primary School�Mrs S Robertson��Cromwell Community College�Mr A Behagg��Downham Feoffes (C) Primary School�Mr G F Frankland��Ernulf Community College�Mrs D E Lewsey��Eyrescroft CP School�Miss M Kearney��Fawcett Primary School�Miss C Read��Fen Ditton County Primary School�Mr R G Mawson��Fourfields County Primary School�Mrs J Neale��The Grove County Primary School�Mr J Beresford���Mr D Faulkner���Ms E Flood���Councillor T O’Dell��Melbourn Village College�Mr R G L Barnes��Middleton County Primary School�Mr Z A A Abdulla��Neale-Wade Community College�Mr J I Fulcher��Norwood County Primary School�Mrs E Hutt���Mrs J Spires���

Name of Establishment�Governor(s) Appointed��			

Paston Ridings CP School�Mrs E W M Walker��Romsey Junior and Sedley Infant Schools�Mrs L D Souter��St John’s CE (A) Primary School (Orton)�Mr A Jarvis��St Luke’s C of E (A) School�Mr K Ali��Walton County Infant and Junior Schools�Mr S Dearlove

Miss B Lofthouse���Miss L P Sharman�����

(ii)	That the appointment to Gamlingay First School be deferred and referred back to the Education Spokesmen.





9.	DATE OF NEXT MEETING



It was resolved:



That the next meeting of the Sub-Committee be held on Friday 3rd April 1998 at 12.30pm.







							Chairman
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