CAMBRIDGE ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT AREA JOINT COMMITTEE –


SPECIAL MEETING : MINUTES





Date:		Wednesday, 15th December 1999





Time:		14.30 – 15.20





Place:		Committee Room 1, Guildhall, Cambridge





Present:	County Councillors:


	A J Bowen (substituting for E Meyland-Smith), P R Bishop, D C Kelleway (Chairman) and A C Kent. 





		City Councillors:


		K Blencowe, J E Durrant, P Gilchrist, D Howarth and C R Rosenstiel.





		Also in Attendance:


		County Councillor J Gluza.





Apologies:	County Councillor T O’Dell.








113.	CAMBRIDGE CORE TRAFFIC SCHEME – STAGE 2: ASSOCIATED TRAFFIC 


MANAGEMENT MEASURES





The Committee was asked to consider the replies to consultation on a series of experimental traffic management measures in the core area to support the measures already implemented as part of Stage 2 of the Core Traffic Scheme.





Members recalled that in August this year Emmanuel Road was closed to through traffic and, at the same time, the left turn from Downing Street into St Andrew’s Street was prohibited, except for authorised vehicles (buses, taxis and emergency service vehicles) and cycles.  This had made Emmanuel Road a more reliable public transport route and had reduced congestion in Emmanuel Street.  However, these measures had led to an increase in the amount of traffic using Regent Street to exit the city centre and bus service operators had reported difficulties in running services via Regent Street to timetable because of increased delays, particularly during the afternoon and evening peak period.





Changes were now proposed to ease congestion at the Catholic Church junction and along Regent Street and St Andrew’s Street.  These included changes to traffic signal timings and the layout of the Catholic Church junction and various modifications to current traffic regulation orders regarding loading/unloading and parking on St Andrew’s Street and Regent Street.  In addition, it was proposed to provide a kerbside barrier in Hobson Street to discourage illegal parking and two extra bus stops in Emmanuel Street to help improve bus services.  





It was proposed that the changes should be introduced using experimental traffic orders, to be implemented in the New Year and reviewed in the summer to coincide with the review of the Emmanuel Road closure.  These would give some scope for changing the restrictions quickly if necessary during the trial period.  Formal objections to making the experimental measures permanent could be lodged during the first six months and the Area Joint Committee would need to determine any such objections before deciding whether or not to confirm the experimental measures as permanent.





Various interest groups had been consulted on the proposed experimental measures, and frontagers of the streets affected had also received details of the proposals for comment.  The comments had been taken on board and the recommendations had been altered accordingly.





During detailed discussion of the proposed measures, Members made the following comments:





The way the officers had responded to comments and had amended the proposals accordingly was much appreciated.





It was important to divide the traffic lanes as far north as possible on the southbound approach to the Catholic Church junction.





The proposed relaxation of the waiting restrictions in Regent Terrace should be consulted on before introduction, as this was an important cycling route.





The location of the proposed two new bus stops in Emmanuel Street was currently a popular pick-up/drop-off spot generating extra traffic.  However, it would still be possible to pick up from there after 7 p.m.





The proposed barrier in Hobson Street would need to include gaps for pedestrians.  





Enforcement was important for the measures to have the desired effect., and the help of the Police would be requested.  In addition, local businesses would be advised as to the new permitted loading/unloading times.





It was resolved unanimously:





(a)	to note the replies to consultation on a series of proposed experimental traffic management measures in the Core area;





(b)	to approve experimental Traffic Regulation Orders to:





i)	prohibit waiting at all times and loading and unloading between 7am and 10am and 4pm and 7pm on the east side of Regent Street and St. Andrew’s Street between the Catholic Church junction and Downing Street junction;





ii)	prohibit waiting at all times and loading and unloading between 7am and 10am and 4pm and 7pm on the west side of Regent Street between the Catholic Church junction and the pedestrian crossing near No. 98 Regent Street;





iii)	prohibit waiting at all times and loading and unloading between 4pm and 7pm on the west side of Regent Street between the pedestrian crossing outside No. 98 Regent Street and the boundary between Nos. 82 and 84 Regent Street;





iv)	prohibit waiting between 7am and 7pm on the west side of Regent Street between the boundary of Nos. 82 and 84 Regent Street and the pay and display parking bay outside Nos. 36-40 Regent Street; 





v)	prohibit waiting at all times and loading and unloading between 4pm and 7pm between the pay and display parking bay outside Nos. 36-40 Regent Street and the bus stop opposite Park Terrace; 





vi)	reduce the existing pay and display parking bay outside Mandela House by 10 metres to accommodate vii) below and to convert the southern end to a disabled parking bay for two cars;





vii)	relocate the existing taxi rank outside St Andrews Baptist Church southwards by 10m and convert it to loading bay during the day (7am-7pm) and taxi rank at night (7pm-7am);





viii)	prohibit waiting at all times and loading and unloading between 7am-10am and 4pm-7pm on the west side of St. Andrew’s Street between the proposed loading bay outside St. Andrew’s Baptist Church and the Downing Street junction;





ix)	prohibit waiting and loading and unloading at all times in the turning head at the northern end of Regent Terrace; and





x)	extend the bus lane in Hills Road northbound to the pedestrian crossing near the Harvey Road junction.





(c)	to carry out consultation on experimental Traffic Regulation Orders to:





i)	suspend the pay and display parking bay on the east side of Regent Street outside Nos. 75-79 Regent Street and to introduce a loading bay in its place to operate between 7am-7pm; 





ii)	vary the daytime waiting restriction in Regent Terrace from 8.30am-6.30pm to 9am-5pm; 





(d)	to approve the provision of two additional bus stops on the northern side of Emmanuel Street outside the shops, on an experimental basis, under the provisions of the existing bus stop clearway order for Emmanuel Street; and





(e)	to approve the provision of a kerbside barrier and advisory cycle lane in Hobson Street as shown in Plan 3 of the report. 





									Chairman
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