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�
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�
Cambridgeshire County Council


Councillors: J Coston, S F Johnstone, D C Kelleway and A C Kent


Officers: R Menzies, B P Smith and P R Staines (Secretary)





Cambridge City Council


Councillors: K Blencowe, D Douglas, T Mills and G Richardson


Officers: R Coey, G Hughes, B Human, R Kay, A Sidell and P Studdert





South Cambridgeshire District Council


Councillors: V B Bishop (Chairman), G Elsbury, S Kime and P Rayment


Officers: D B Hussell





CALC


Councillor: M J Mason





Also in Attendance


County Councillors D M Adey (Liberal Democrat Environment and Transport Spokesmen) and J L Gluza�
�



32.�
NOTES - 12TH OCTOBER 1998�
�



The notes of the meeting held on 12th October 1998 were approved as a correct record including a recent revision to Minute 31 revised by agreement.








33.	AIR QUALITY REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT





The Forum received a report setting out progress in meeting local authority obligations under the National Air Quality Strategy.  Members welcomed partnership across Cambridgeshire Councils that had taken forward the first two stages of review and assessment and supported a work programme for Stage three of the process.  This focussed on determining the extent of any specific problems by 2005 across specified pollutants.  The Forum also endorsed a six week period of widespread consultation to inform on an appropriate way forward.





Parallel working continued to examine specific measures to improve air quality such as traffic management, encouraging environmentally sustainable forms of transport and through the use of clean vehicles.

















Of the seven pollutants specified, monitoring and modelling at Stage three would be likely for nitrogen dioxide (NO2), fine particles (PM10) and sulphadioxide (SO2).  NO2 and PM10 pollution was principally associated with transport.  There would, therefore, be a need for the Forum Councils to consider the scale and location of future development, commuter patterns, high levels of car dependency, the provision of alternatives and the relative impact of air quality on transport provision and through traffic.  This would be particularly important if there was a need to declare an Air Quality Management Area.  There would also be linkage to other traffic management issues such as further stages of the Cambridge Core Scheme.





Following a question, it was noted that SO2 was principally created as a result of the burning of fossil fuels by business/domestic households.








34.	GREEN TRAVEL PLANS - PROGRESS WITHIN LOCAL AUTHORITIES





The Forum considered a report setting out progress in taking forward the Travel for Work (TFW) partnership and Green Travel Plans being developed within the three Councils.





Companies from across the County were now involved in TFW.  Further details are attached at Appendix A.  As a consequence of an award from the Ashdon Trust, a second adviser was now working with businesses to help them deliver practical advice and solutions.  Work was also underlined by regular surveys to assess changes in travel patterns.





Leading by example, the three Councils were now developing sustainable transport policies and these were outlined in detail at the meeting.  Circulated was a map highlighting County Council employees by post code which was being used to encourage car sharing.  It was confirmed that the County Council could and was providing similar information, via GIS, for other Council partners and businesses.





The Forum welcomed progress being made in TFW and with Council employees and hoped that initiatives could be developed in association with Government Departments and other substantial employers in the area, that sustainable alternatives were specifically highlighted to staff, that appropriate arrangements were in force to look for modal shift, that there were quality partnerships with local bus/train operators and that sufficient incentives were in place for local authorities employees and business to pursue options such as teleworking, discounted bus tickets and the use of employee bus services.





It was agreed that progress should be monitored and further reports brought to the Forum.








35.	SAFER ROUTES TO SCHOOLS





The Forum noted the strategic context of Safer Routes to Schools which sought to encourage parents to walk or cycle with their children to school.  It was estimated that some 20% of all journeys in the morning peak involved parents driving their children to school and that of those travelling 51% lived within 1 mile of the school.  34% of parents made an immediate journey home and 54% of children would prefer to cycle.  








The initiative had short term objectives of reducing the number of parents driving, improving road safety and reducing congestion and long term aims for encouraging healthier life styles, improving air quality and social cohesion through greater interaction between parents and children.  It was acknowledged that the initiative presented a number of difficult attitudinal changes and required consensus in the local community.  Pilot projects had been undertaken in 1997 focussing on schools across the urban area, rural villages and market towns.  A detailed development programme for 1998 and 1999 was endorsed.  This set out the means by which parents and schools would be invited to participate, selection criteria (involving local Members) and financing a range of requirements for training, materials and physical infrastructure.  In order to provide appropriate monitoring and evaluation aims/outcomes would be assessed.





In receiving the report, Members recognised the importance of future resources in taking forward the initiative, supported key objectives within the scheme and requested that particular attention be given to the point at which Parish Councils/Councillors were asked for their support.  Stronger links with the LEA in cycle/bus service provision, work with independent schools and Sixth Form Colleges in the South Cambridgeshire area (who generally had a wider catchment profile) and best practice were also highlighted.








36.	CAMBRIDGE NORTHERN FRINGE - RETAIL POLICY





The Forum welcomed a report highlighting implications for strategic policy planning raised by the recent decision of the Secretary of State to refuse the Arbury Park planning application.  This endorsed the Inspector’s recommendations which concluded that additional shopping floor space remained as identified in the Structure Plan (27,900 square metres) and that the sequence of preferred locations was headed by the City Centre (historic centre and Fitzroy/Burleigh Street).  The Secretary of State had also stressed the need for those with an interest in City Centre retail development to progress their plans rapidly and it was envisaged that a detailed planning application would be submitted by March 1999 for the “Grand Arcade” scheme.  Although further consultation would be needed, guiding principles for future shopping strategies of the Cambridge Sub-Region were endorsed as set out in the report at paragraph 4.13 of the report.  Planning strategies would also need to achieve genuine relief for traffic congestion and robust measures to improve accessibility by modes of travel other than the private car.  It would therefore be essential, if City Centre retail schemes were to be supported, for progress to be maintained on implementing key elements of the Cambridge Transport Strategy (particularly the Core Traffic Scheme) for a review of bus/coach and taxi stopping points, continued extension of Park and Ride, (possible) extension of the pedestrian zone, improvements to cycle facilities and a review of management of service deliveries to premises.





In terms of the Northern Fringe, it was recognised that there would need to be careful discussion on proposals for future land use.  Whilst the Inspector had confirmed the need for “a parkland setting” for development at the western end, the position at the eastern limit was more complex and dependent upon negotiations with Railtrack and Anglian Water.  Forum Councils would also need to consider, in the light of the Structure Plan to 2016, the effect of the Arbury Park decision on future shopping strategies for the Cambridge sub-region and options were discussed.  Policies would need to be developed in the light of progress with City Centre schemes.











Members noted options and endorsed support for an early determination of the Grand Arcade and other City Centre/Grafton Centre proposals.  It noted, in the short term, possible use of the eastern side of the Arbury site for a EWS depot and the capacity of the total Northern Fringe site to accommodate a number of planning pressures for business relocation and possibly housing which was an option supported by South Cambridgeshire District.
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