


EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT AREA JOINT COMMITTEE: MINUTES





Date:		Monday, 8th November 1999





Time:		14.30 - 16.25





Place:		The Grange, Nutholt Lane, Ely





Present:	County Councillors:


		D M Adey, J Broadway, H J L Fitch, J A Powley and P A E Read





		District Councillors:


		J Abbott, I Allen, G Frankland, A Tuite and E Woodbridge





		CALC Councillors:


		P Gipp, C P Hallam, B Hayes and A J Walker





		Also in Attendance:


District Councillors: O Bethell, J Coppola and J Gibb


K Bowcock (Haddenham Parish Council) and J Williams (City of Ely)





Apologies:	CALC Councillor E McCullagh








1.	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 1999/2000





It was resolved by a majority:





That County Councillor D M Adey be elected Chairman of the Area Joint Committee for the 1999/2000 Municipal year.





2.	ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 1999/2000





It was resolved by a majority:





That District Councillor I Allen be elected Vice-Chairman of the Area Joint Committee for the 1999/2000 Municipal year.





3.	TERMS OF REFERENCE AND OPERATING CONVENTIONS





The Area Joint Committee noted its agreed Terms of Reference and discussed Operating Conventions to meet ongoing issues such as agenda management and local Member representation.  The use of the County Council Petitions procedure was endorsed, noting that this aimed to provide an opportunity for local residents (rather than Councillors) to raise issues of concern.





To ensure as wide as possible public access the Area Joint Committee, it was agreed that meetings should be held at venues across the District and a number of possible locations were suggested (in Bottisham, Burwell, Ely, Littleport and Soham).





It was resolved unanimously:





(i)	to support Terms of Reference set out in Appendix A to the report;





(ii)	to endorse local Operating Conventions as set out in Appendix B to the report;





(iii)	to adopt the County Council’s Petitions Procedure (attached as Appendix C) for use by local residents/Parish Councils only; and





to endorse the following dates for meetings up to the County Council elections in 2001:





6th March 2000


5th June 2000


2nd October 2000


8th January 2001


	[meetings to be held at venues across the District]





Following the adoption of a petitions procedure, the Area Joint Committee received:





an 137 signature petition requesting urgent priority for a safe walk/cycle/electric buggy track to link the villages of Haddenham and Aldreth.  The request was supported by the Parish Council whose representatives were present at the meeting and by County Councillor P A E Read, the local County Member.





a 55 signature petition (supplemented at the meeting by a further 50 signatures and correspondence from The Head of The Kings School) from residents of the Silver Street, Ely area requesting a programme of works to fully reflect the setting of the area and strongly urging the implementation of a 20mph speed limit on the grounds of pedestrian safety and noise/air pollution.  The request was supported by the Chairman, who was one of the local Members.





An officer response would be provided to the petitioners representatives.  Initial indications were that both requests could possibly be considered as candidates in the Jointly Funded Minor Improvements Programme at Minute 6 below; although the Haddenham request would likely cost more than the suggested limit for individual schemes.








4.	TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND SAFETY PROGRAMME 2000/01 -


	MEDIUM SIZED SCHEMES





The Area Joint Committee was invited to comment on local bids to the 2000/01 County Traffic Management and Safety Scheme Programme at:





A1123/B1050/B1381 Junction, Earith Bridge, Sutton: mini roundabouts and traffic islands


A1307 Bell Road Junction, Bottisham: junction remodelling





To provide an indication of relative priority, schemes across the County had been assessed using a criteria which focussed on potential accident reduction, changes to levels of service and environmental impact.  Schemes to be included in the 2000/01 programme would, however, be dependent upon capital resources available from Government in the context of The Local Transport Plan.  


At its meeting on 4th November, the County Environment and Transport Committee had considered Countywide priorities and endorsed outline design and consultation on a number of schemes including junction improvements on the A1307, Bottisham (subject to the support of this Committee).  The scheme at Earith would remain a candidate and be considered for a future year’s programme.  





With the establishment of the Area Joint Committee, detailed consultation on local schemes within the programme would take place through this Committee.





Speaking as the local Member, County Councillor H J L Fitch welcomed the inclusion of the scheme at Bottisham (and the possible connection to cycleway improvements on the Quy to Bottisham route detailed at Minute 7 below), principally on the grounds of improved cycle safety for children attending Bottisham Village College.





It was resolved unanimously:





to support the following schemes as bids for funding from the 2000/01 Countywide programme of Traffic Management and Safety Schemes: 





A1123/B1050/B1381 Junction, Earith Bridge, Sutton: mini roundabouts and traffic islands


A1307 Bell Road Junction, Bottisham: junction remodelling





5.	CYCLEWAYS PRIORITIES AND PROGRAMME





The Area Joint Committee noted the commitment of both Authorities to the development of cycling and discussed its importance as part of a sustainable transport strategy, focussing particularly on home to school and work.  Joint working had also taken place including a feasibility study as part of the Ely Transport Strategy within the Local Transport Plan.





A report set out the County policy for scheme assessment and development.  This included a recognition of the benefits for local communities of partnership finance.  Priority lists had been developed for each District area with consideration of scheme approval through the Area Joint Committees.  South Cambridgeshire District had contributed £100,000 each year and Cambridge City £75,000 matched by the County Council.  Parish Councils could also assist in financing schemes.  Priorities for implementation were based upon the level of use and improved safety.  Also recognised was the link to the developing National Cycle Network.  In endorsing the policy framework, the Area Joint Committee discussed the scope for reflecting community health and countryside access in the assessment criteria and the need for cross-border links into Newmarket.





Feasibility studies had been undertaken on several routes in East Cambridgeshire.  Before implementing any scheme there was a need to ensure community and user support and this might impact upon the delivery of new routes.





In addition to public support for provision in the Cambridge to Burwell corridor, improvements had also scored well on the 2000/01 priority list (including the lengths in Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire District).  This was principally due to high levels of usage for work and educational purposes.  Given the casualty reduction scheme at the Bell Road junction, considered at Minute 4 above, there was also an opportunity to integrate cycleway improvements between Quy and Bottisham and provide cost savings; an approach which was supported by the Area Joint Committee.


Members also considered schemes for development in future years and agreed that these could be considered following the ongoing feasibility studies in the Ely area.  Suggestions were for routes between Soham to Fordham (possibly as part of the Safer Routes to School Initiative), Isleham Marina/Waterside, Sutton to Ely, Stretham to Little Thetford and Dullingham Station to Dullingham. 





It was resolved unanimously:





(i)	to support the policy criteria, priority assessment method (taking account of any financial contributions of Parish Councils) and approval procedure for local cycleway development approved by the County Environment and Transport Committee on 11th June 1998; with the Area Joint Committee determining priorities of jointly funded schemes within each District area;





(ii)		to approve, as the first priority, the implementation of the East Cambridgeshire section of the cycleway between Quy and Bottisham, at a cost of £60,000, to be jointly funded; and





to review the schemes when feasibility studies in the Ely area have been completed, this review to comment on schemes suggested at the meeting at Soham to Fordham (possibly as part of a Safer Routes to School initiative), Isleham Marina, Sutton to Ely, Stretham to Little Thetford and Dullingham Station to Dullingham.








6.	JOINTLY FUNDED MINOR IMPROVEMENTS





The Area Joint Committee welcomed a report setting out proposals for a jointly funded programme to improve the environment of the District and conditions for pedestrians, cyclists and for public transport





Members recognised the importance communities attached to local suggestions for highway improvements.  Successive reductions in County Highways budgets (equivalent to 27% of the 1994/95 total) had, however, meant that environmental traffic calming and minor improvements costing over £5,000 had ceased.  Minor Works Credit Approval had though enabled consideration to be given to re-establishing a programme through the Area Joint Committees from 1999/2000 and a priority assessment criteria, consultation and local implementation process had been endorsed.





For East Cambridgeshire, it was envisaged that matched contributions from 2000/01 of between £25,000 to £40,000 might be achieved.  Additional funding from the City of Ely/Parish Councils was also suggested based upon the policy operated elsewhere in the County of 60p per elector up to a maximum of 25% of the cost of the scheme





In supporting the suggested assessment criteria, consultation and implementation procedure set out in the report, Members also noted that there was no bar to contributions in excess of 60p from local Councils. 





It was resolved unanimously:





to support the framework set out in paragraph 4.1 and Appendix C of the report to guide the Area Joint Committee in prioritising and approving jointly funded minor highway improvements from 2000/01.


7.	ELY TRANSPORT ISSUES





The Area Joint Committee welcomed a report setting out transport issues in Ely, focussing on a programme for the development of a local strategy and scheme to pedestrianise the High Street on Market Days (Thursdays and Saturdays).





A Transport Strategy for Ely was the first market town study in the Local Transport Plan.  The strategy was being jointly developed by the two Authorities in liaison with the City of Ely Forum.  A workshop involving stakeholders from across the community had highlighted a number of key aims and these would be included in consultation on the developing local strategy and Transport Plan set out in the report.  It was also recognised that issues such as securing appropriate provision for buses, cycling and pedestrians in new developments was ongoing and included an integrated guide currently being prepared by consultants. 





The Area Joint Committee also considered a programme of surveys and consultation on options developed by the Civic Trust Regeneration Unit for the High Street, Ely.  These were: full pedestrianisation, pedestrianisation on market days and revisions to existing traffic management and parking arrangements.  Initial consultation set out in the report indicated a majority in favour of the removal of general parking and pedestrianisation on market days.  It was recognised, however, that within each of the three option there were a number of possible alternatives.  On balance, however, the Area Joint Committee concluded that the development of a detailed scheme for pedestrianisation on Market Days should be explored in more detail.  A number of detailed points were also raised by local Members concerning the operation of any pedestrianisation, including the siting of disabled parking and the scope for introducing 10mph speed limits although the Assistant Director (Highways) advised that the latter could not likely proceed because of the difficulty of enforcement.  A full commitment to consultation with all affected shop frontagers was endorsed.





It was resolved unanimously:





(i)		to support the programme developing the Ely Transport Strategy, set out in the report, noting work already carried out;





(ii)		to note the main options for pedestrianisation and some initiative responses to those options; and 





(iii)		to support the programme of surveys and consultation to develop a scheme to pedestrianise High Street, Ely (possibly) between 10:00- 16:00 on Market Days (Thursday and Saturday)











								Chairman
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