FENLAND ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT AREA JOINT COMMITTEE : MINUTES








Date:		Friday, 17th December 1999





Time:		1430-1630h





Place:		The Clarkson Room, Fenland Hall, March





Present:	County Councillors


		J L Barker (Chairman), R J Harris, M K Ogden, P R Skoulding and


R C Speechley





		District Councillors


		A Carlisle, S Cawthorne, A R German and H B Wegg.





		CALC Representatives


		P Brewin, N F Carroll, P G Dickinson, C Greenwood and B Howlett.





		Also present by invitation


		D M Keane, K Owen, E Green, B J Wales, P M Skoulding and 


I W Manning.





Apologies:	District Councillor P Webb.








62.	MINUTES – 6TH SEPTEMBER 1999





The minutes of the meeting held on 6th September 1999 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.








63.	MARCH TRANSPORT STRATEGY





The Committee was asked to comment on the draft programme for the March Town Transport Strategy.





The Cambridgeshire Transport Plan proposed that market town strategies be developed as a partnership between the County, District and other groups such as Town Councils, town centre initiatives and user/interest groups.  March had been selected as the first study area within Fenland. Local engagement had already been initiated by the March Regeneration Partnership, on which many of the town’s organisations and traders were represented along with local councils.  A draft programme, including a workshop planned for March 2000, would involve a wide range of stakeholders.  Output from the workshop would then be used to shape the strategy for public exhibition.





Comments offered by the Committee included the following:





Councillor B Wales, Mayor of March, informed that March Town Council would be keen to play an active role in the process of developing the strategy.  He stressed that one key issue would be to address traffic management at the north end of Broad Street.  Relocation of the fountain would give more flexibility to achieve this and should be included in the strategy.





Speaking as a local Member, Councillor I W Manning highlighted the importance of including in the strategy adequate car parking at a moderate distance to the town centre.





The March Regeneration Partnership was interested to serve as a reference group and was willing to re-schedule its meetings in line with the proposed strategy programme.





It was resolved unanimously





(i)	to invite the March Regeneration Partnership to serve as a reference group for the March Transport Strategy;





(ii)	to approve the format and draft programme for the March Town Transport Strategy as set out in the appendix to the report.








64.	BROAD STREET, MARCH – TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT MEASURES





The Committee considered proposals to improve traffic flow in Broad Street, March.





Traffic signals, installed in 1996 in association with the Sainsbury’s store development, had resulted in a 74% reduction in recorded personal injury accidents compared with the previous three years.  However, there had been an increase in delays at the junction, which had remained controversial despite a number of modifications to reduce delays and congestion.  Recently, delays had been particularly difficult because major maintenance on the A141 had diverted significant extra traffic through the centre of March, although this work was now nearing completion.





March Town Council had approached the County Council earlier this year to express concern about traffic congestion and its impact on the town.  District and County Councillors had also expressed concern. 





It was recognised that changes to traffic arrangements would achieve greatest benefits if developed as part of the holistic transport strategy at minute 63 above.  In the interim, however, a number of measures had been identified to improve the operation of existing arrangements.  These were to: A - relocate the bus stop on the west side of Broad Street; B - adjust the kerb line on the corner of Broad Street and remove the bus lay-by; C - remove parking in the north half of Broad Street; and D - prohibit vehicles over 7.5 tonnes from Broad Street at peak times.  Following consultation, the Committee was recommended to support proposals A, B and C, but not to proceed with D, as this might make deliveries to shopkeepers difficult.





In discussing the proposals, Councillor P R Skoulding highlighted the need to keep traffic lights in operation at the Broad Street junction for safety reasons.  However, he felt that at present pedestrians wishing to cross held up the whole junction and relocation of one or more crossings would significantly reduce traffic waiting times.  He hoped that the proposals could be progressed and implemented together with the road resurfacing works scheduled for March 2000.  Local Councillor P M Skoulding spoke in support, reporting that a survey at the junction had indicated that the close proximity of the pedestrian crossings was causing the delays.  In addition, he had observed that the proposed new crossing point in Broad Street was already widely used unofficially.





Speaking also as local members, Councillor B Wales hoped that the proposals could be implemented as soon as possible and that the Town Council would be consulted on their detail, and Councillor I W Manning highlighted the continued need for co-ordination between the junction traffic lights and the pedestrian crossings, when relocated. 





On balance, the Committee considered that proposals A, B and C should be approved.  It also supported a proposal from Councillor P R Skoulding to consider moving one or more pedestrian crossing points to a position further away from the junction to avoid the need to stop all traffic at the signals when a pedestrian wished to cross.  In addition, there was possible scope for investigating the relocation of the pedestrian crossing in Dartford Road and installing barriers at the old pedestrian crossing sites to deter people crossing unofficially, provided access for deliveries to shops could be retained.





The March Transport Strategy, agreed at minute 63 above, would include consideration of similar issues at the Burrowmoor Road junction.





It was resolved unanimously:





(i)	to support Proposals A (relocate bus stop on west side of Broad Street from Dartford Road end to the south end alongside existing bus stop), B (adjust kerb line on corner of Broad Street and remove bus lay-by), and C (remove centre parking in north half of Broad Street) as outlined in paragraph 3.1 of the report; 


(ii)	not to proceed with Proposal D (prohibit vehicles over 7.5 tonnes from Broad Street 8 – 10am and 4 – 6pm); 


(iii)	to approve the advertisement of a Traffic Regulation Order to:


a)	extend the existing bus stop clearway at the southern end of the west side of Broad Street to a length of 35m;


b)	prohibit waiting at any time on the northern end of the west side of Broad Street for a distance of 35m south of the junction with Dartford Road; and


c)	prohibit waiting at any time in the centre of Broad Street for a distance of 72m from the junction with Dartford Road, except in the motor cycle parking bay; and


iv)	to consider moving one or more pedestrian crossing points from the junction of Station Road, Dartford Road and Broad Street to a position further from the junction so that it is no longer necessary to stop all traffic at the signals when a pedestrian wants to cross; the revised layout to be agreed with local Members and introduced as soon as possible following thorough investigation and consultation with affected frontagers.





(Councillor R J Harris declared a non-pecuniary interest under the National Code of Local Government Conduct by reason of being a director of the Co-op store in Station Road, March, and did not speak or vote.)








65.	HIGH STREET AND DODDINGTON ROAD, BENWICK – PROPOSED 


PROHIBITION OF WAITING





Members considered objections to a draft Traffic Regulation Order introducing parking restrictions at the junction of High Street and Doddington Road, Benwick.  The Order had been advertised at the request of Councillor J L Barker as Committee Chairman, Local Member S M Bradshaw, members of the Parish Council and local residents following a site meeting in the Spring 1999 to address safety concerns.





Five objections had been received, the key points of which were that the restrictions would:





remove roadside parking;


turn the road into a race track; and


transfer parking further along High Street.





On balance, however, the Committee considered that the measures should be introduced to improve safety at the 90-degree bend.





It was resolved unanimously:





(i)	to determine, without holding a Public Inquiry, objections to a Traffic Regulation Order restricting waiting on High Street and Doddington Road, Benwick;





(ii)	to introduce the Order as advertised (shown on the plan to the report); and





(iii)	to inform the objectors accordingly.

















66.	MONEY BANK PETITION RESPONSE





Members considered the response to a petition, presented to the Committee on 6th September 1999, asking for a survey of traffic speed in Money Bank with a view to installing amelioration measures. 





Radar checks carried out in Boyces Road and Money Bank had shown that, although the speed of vehicles was higher than was desirable, it could not be regarded as extreme.  In addition, there were a relatively low number of personal injury accidents with the site not listed as a priority in the countywide annual Accident Site Report.  Extensive physical measures would be necessary to reduce speeds, the cost of which was likely to be high.





Speaking as local Members, Councillor S L Cawthorne indicated that it would be desirable to find a way of slowing down traffic at the two blind corners in Money Bank, and Councillors R J Harris and H B Wegg felt that the situation should be reviewed after completion of the nearby Norwich Road scheme, which was about to be started, as this might have an effect on traffic speeds in Money Bank.  There might be an opportunity for some limited physical measures to be put forward by the Town Council as a candidate for the Jointly Funded Minor Improvement Programme. 





Speed checks done during term time might also address/educate students from the nearby Isle College.





It was resolved unanimously





(i)	to note the response to the petitioners as outlined in the report;





(ii)	to ask the Wisbech Town Council if they would wish to put forward a scheme in Money Bank as a candidate for the jointly funded minor improvement programme;





(iii)	to support the monitoring of speeds in Money Bank and Boyces Road three months after the completion of the casualty reduction scheme in Norwich Road and Kirkgate Street.





(Councillor J L Barker declared a non-pecuniary interest under the National Code of Local Government Conduct by reason of being a resident of Money Bank, and did not vote.)








67.	TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME – MAIN ROAD, ELM





Members considered progress of a partnership scheme to ameliorate traffic and safety problems on the B1101 Main Road, Elm, in the vicinity of All Saints’ Church and the primary school.  The scheme had been developed following approaches from the local County Member, Fenland District Council, Elm Parish Council and concerned residents.





The scheme was designed to alert drivers to the road conditions and ensure that they remained on the correct side of the road.  It consisted of a series of traffic islands with hatching and warning signs, together with SLOWs marked on the carriageway in appropriate locations and highlighted with buff surfacing, as shown on Plan 1 to the report.





Contributions to the cost of the works had been agreed from the County Council, Fenland District Council (subject to formal approval) and the Parish Council.





Speaking as a Local Member, Councillor E I Green indicated that the areas near the church, war memorial and school were particularly dangerous with many drivers going too fast for the road conditions.  An accident involving a car colliding with a wall had occurred only recently.  Flashing warning signs at the entrances to the village, such as had been installed at Upwell/Outwell, might be useful for Elm.





The importance of encouraging co-operation with schools and local communities for Safer Routes to School projects was stressed.  Such a project might be appropriate and would contribute towards safer conditions near the school and safer dropping off/picking up points.





It was resolved unanimously





	to note progress of the traffic calming scheme at Main Road, Elm, and the development of the partnership between the various bodies in connection with it.








68.	FENLAND HIGHWAYS AGREEMENT





Members considered progress with the review of the current agreement, due to expire on 31st March 2000, and the development of a revised agreement to cover the next five years.





The Fenland Highways Division had been established in April 1997 when the District Council’s Agency, the County Council’s North Division and traffic management amalgamated.  The purpose had been to enable the public to receive integrated and co-ordinated highway and highway-related services from a single point with clear responsibility and accountability.  The initial agreement had been for three years.





Members observed that the partnership agreement had worked very well, had clarified responsibilities and accountabilities, and had enabled efficiency savings to be made, thereby improving the overall funding available for highway maintenance.  It was a pioneering scheme that both councils could be proud of.





As part of the process of reviewing the existing agreement, a formal appraisal had been undertaken using Best Value principles and the British Quality Foundation Business Excellence Model.  While there had been a general view that the agreement was delivering a satisfactory standards of service, there were areas where improvements could be made and an action plan had been prepared which would address these.





There was also continued concern about the inadequacy of highway maintenance funding in Fenland.  Strong representations continued to be made in the County Council’s budgetary process for increased funding for the maintenance of Fenland’s road network.





Subject to agreement on detail and provision for an annual review of progress, it was anticipated that a draft revised agreement would be completed by the end of January 2000 and finalised before coming into effect on 1st April 2000.  In addition to demonstrating commitment by both councils to continuous improvement of the service, the deficit funding arrangements, which formed part of the original agreement, would be able to be written out of the new agreement.





It was also confirmed that it was not possible to alter the depth standard for dangerous pothole repair as this was defined for public liability purposes, and that during the recent cold spell, gritting crews had treated all precautionary routes and some secondary routes in the County.  Cambridgeshire crews covered a larger network percentage than most other counties.





It was resolved





	to endorse the renewal of the Partnership Agreement for five years until 2004/2005, subject to:





resolution of the details aspects of the Agreement to the satisfaction of the County Director of Environment and Transport and the District Director of Development and Leisure Services; and





an annual monitoring report to the Area Joint Committee.




















								Chairman
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