SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT AREA JOINT COMMITTEE : MINUTES


�
�
Date:


�
Tuesday 7th October 1997�
�
Time:


�
14:30 - 16:15�
�
Place:


�
South Cambridgeshire Hall, Cambridge�
�
Present:





�
County Councillors: P R Bishop, M Farrar, S F Johnstone and D C Kelleway





District Councillors: V Bishop, R Driver (Chairman), S Kime, S Saunders and A Wyatt





CALC Councillors: P Daniels, J Warwick and S F Wilkinson


�
�
Apologies:


�
County Councillor T J Bear and CALC Councillors G Jones and D J Pearce�
�






7.�
MINUTES - 28TH JULY 1997


�
�
�
The minutes of the meeting held on 28th July 1997 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman subject to the addition of the wording “30mph” after “a” and before “blanket” in line 1, paragraph 3 of minute 4.


�
�
�
The Committee also considered ways in which practical partnerships between South Cambridgeshire District and Cambridgeshire County Council could be improved by closer liason in the preparation of agenda.





�
�
8.�
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME 1998/99 - MEDIUM SIZED SCHEMES


�
�
�
The Area Joint Committee was asked whether it wished to support the inclusion of the following schemes as candidates in the 1998/99 Traffic Management Programme:


�
�
�
Over Road Crossroads, Willingham - traffic signals


�
�
�
A1198 Bassingbourn Turn - traffic calming


�
�
�
Bridge Road/Chequers Road, Histon - traffic signals


�
�
�
B1050 Willingham to Earith - safety fencing


�
�
�
It noted that capital funding through Government Transport Supplementary Grant generally permitted less than 10 schemes to be implemented across the County each year.  For 1998/99, 53 had been assessed in terms of their effectiveness using the agreed County-wide point scoring system.  To avoid raising unrealistic expectations locally, consultations with Area Joint Committees had been confined to the 21 schemes which had a realistic chance of funding over the next two or three years.  For South Cambridgeshire this represented the four schemes listed above.  The Committee heard from local County, District and Parish representatives on a number of schemes within their Divisions/Wards.  Speaking as local Members, County Councillor S F Johnstone and CALC representative,


P Daniels expressed their support for the two schemes proposed for Willingham.  They hoped that measures could be introduced, as part of the safety fencing on the B1050, to limit environmental impact and that appropriate signage could be sited to reduce the perception of safety for speeding vehicles.  Councillor P R Bishop, the local Member for Histon, welcomed the proposals in his Division.  A copy of a letter from Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth Parish Council was circulated at the meeting confirming their support for traffic calming on the A1198.  This proposal was also supported by the local County Council,


L Oliver and representatives of the Parish present at the meeting.  It was confirmed that a traffic calming scheme (not traffic signals as described in the report) was proposed for the A1198 .


�
�
�
The County Council’s Environment and Transport Committee would consider the County-wide list at its meeting on 23rd October and determine a priority order.  If funding was secured for schemes in South Cambridgeshire, detailed local consultations would take place with approval being delegated to this Committee.


�
�
�
Member of the Committee welcomed the opportunity to provide local comment and the scope for further consultation on initiatives taken forward in 1998/99.  It also welcomed the allocation of £90,000 by South Cambridgeshire District Council to local highway improvements and noted that detailed consideration as to how this money might complement the County Traffic Management Programme would be discussed at the next meeting.


�
�
�
It was resolved unanimously:


�
�
�
to support the following local schemes, without priority order, as candidates for the 1998/99 Traffic Management Programme:


�
�
�
	-	Over Crossroads, Willingham - traffic signals


�
�
�
	-	A1198 Bassingbourn Turn - traffic calming


�
�
�
	-	Bridge Road/Chequers Road, Histon - traffic signals


�
�
�
	-	B1050 Willingham to Earith - safety fencing


�
�
�
to note that other schemes elsewhere in South Cambridgeshire had a lower priority and would not be funded during 1998/99.





�
�
9.�
CYCLEWAY PROGRAMME 1998/99


�
�
�
The Area Joint Committee considered a report on proposed revisions to the assessment method for providing/improving cycleways.  It also reviewed the development and priority of schemes in the jointly funded South Cambridgeshire Programme considered at the last meeting.  Given the significant demand for cycleway facilities from Members, Parishes, Districts and other interested parties detailed consideration was required to ensure best use was made of limited resources.  This involved a banding of schemes by cost to achieve better value for money and a link into national initiatives including the developing National Cycleway Network and the “Going for Green” initiative as part of Local Agenda 21.  Details the County-wide list of schemes updated by using the proposed assessment method was submitted.  A revised approval process was also reported together with details of six new scheme requests in South Cambridgeshire that have been assessed and included in the list.  Two of these - at Airport Way-Quy and Lode-Quy - had scored particularly well and were suggested for development in the 1998/99 joint programme.


�
�
�
The Committee noted the pressures on the cycleway budget and the need to address value for money.  It considered, however, that the proposed revisions to the priority assessment method did not adequately reflect the need to provide quality cycleway facilities.  It highlighted, as examples, the lack of priority given to linking existing routes, cycle safety, accident data, speed/volume of motor traffic and routes supporting sustainable transport.  Also questioned was the higher priority given to Airport Way - Quy and Lode - Quy where there were already well used cycleways.  The Committee, therefore, requested reconsideration of the proposals.  The need to continue feasibility studies was, however, recognised including those approved under minute 5 and the possibility of developer funded improvements on the A428 Trunk Road from the development at Cambourne that would commence next year. 


�
�
�
It was resolved unanimously:


�
�
�
to continue support for the feasibility study into the Bourne - Coton cycleway with a view to securing implementation of much of the scheme as part of develop funded improvements on the A428 Trunk Road;


�
�
�
not to support revisions to the priority assessment method for 1998/99 and to request that more attention be given to the criteria used to assess need rather than existing conditions and affordability; and


�
�
�
not to support the addition of two further schemes from South Cambridgeshire (at Airport Way - Quy and Quy - Lode) until further consideration has been given to the priority assessment method.


�
�
10.�
A505 DUXFORD - PROPOSED ROUNDABOUT SCHEME


�
�
�
The Committee was asked to consider a preferred option for the proposed roundabout scheme on the A505 at Duxford.  It noted that the scheme had been approved in principle as a bid for capital funding from the County’s Transport Policies and Programmes submission for 1998/99 and involved the location of a roundabout at either the Moorfield Road or Hunts Road junction; both of which had recorded a right turn accident problem.  In the past 5 years there have been 7 injury accidents (including 5 serious) at Moorfield Road and at Hunts Road 6 injury accidents (including 1 fatality and 2 serious injuries).


�
�
�
The siting of a roundabout at Moorfield Road (Option 1) would be supported by a right turn ban closing the central reserve at Hunts Road.  Although this proposal had the narrow support of the Parish Council, there would be a significant detrimental impact on residents if traffic entering/exiting the village was required to use this route which was narrow and winding with a large number of frontage properties.  The construction of a roundabout would also require the purchase of land outside of the highway boundary.





The alternative proposal to site the roundabout at Hunts Road (Option 2) would be supported by the construction of a length of central reverse at Moorfield Road to prohibit the existing right turn.  Although additional distance would be travelled on the diversion, this would be along a straight and mostly undeveloped road into the village.  This would not have the problems associated with using Moorfield Road.  


�
�
�
Speaking as the local Member, County Councillor R Driver indicated his strong support for Option 2 which he considered was the most practical solution.  The Committee also heard from a representative of the Parish Council at the general support within the community for this option.  To support either proposal a further prohibition would also be required on the route of the old A505 between Royston Road and the current junction to prevent the transfer of hazardous movements in the area.


�
�
�
On balance, the Committee considered that Option 2 should be pursued and hoped that measures could also be introduced to improve links for pedestrians between Duxford and neighbouring Whittlesford by incorporating a refuge in the centre of the A505 at the Moorfield Road junction.


�
�
�
It was resolved unanimously:


�
�
�
to support the introduction of accident remedial measures at the junction of Hunts Road and Moorfield Road on the A505 at Duxford;


�
�
�
to support the Option 2 - the provision of a roundabout at Hunts Road - with the prohibition of right turn movements at Moorfield Road; and


�
�
�
to support the advertisement of an Order prohibiting the right turn of traffic between Royston Road (the former A505) and the current A505 junction to prevent the transfer of hazardous movements to this location


�
�
�
[County Councillor D C Kelleway declared a non pecuniary interest in this item under the National Code of Local Government Conduct as an employee of a railway Company which served the Whittlesford Railway Station.  The Councillor took part in the discussion (and voted) under the provisions of the Code by virtue of the interest not being clear and substantial.]





�
�
11.�
B1049 THE GREEN/IMPINGTON LANE/B1049 HISTON - ALL RED PEDESTRIAN STAGE


�
�
�
The Committee considered the outcome of an experimental scheme introducing an “All Red” pedestrian stage at these traffic signals.  The proposals have been developed, in consultation with local Members and the Parish Council, to provide safer crossing movements, particularly for pupils going to and from the Primary School and Village College.  A number of other options for the area had also been considered but not supported locally (including a single pedestrian crossing point and left turn prohibition from The Green which had been the subject of a petition reported at the last meeting under minute 2).


�
�
�
Speaking as the local Member, Councillor P R Bishop echoed the views of the consultation that the measures appeared to be effective and were well supported by local residents.  An option to continue the experiment for a further month to assess the full effect on heavy traffic flows was therefore not considered necessary by the Committee.











�
�
�
It was resolved unanimously:


�
�
�
to note the outcome of local consultations on a proposal to improve pedestrian priority at the B1049/The Green/Impington Lane, Histon by the provision of an “All Red” pedestrian stage;


�
�
�
to note that local Members had welcomed the experimental scheme;


�
�
�
to support a permanent introduction as soon as practicable; and


�
�
�
to note that the worn out traffic signal equipment at the junction would be replaced as part of the implementation of the scheme





�
�
12.�
PROPOSED NEW 30MPH AND 40MPH SPEED LIMITS - SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE


�
�
�
The Area Joint Committee considered an objection from The Police to proposals introducing a 30mph restriction on Main Street/New Road/Carsey Hill/Blacksmith’s Lane, Shudy Camps.


�
�
�
The Order had been advertised following discussions at the last meeting on speed limits in villages and hamlets in South Cambridgeshire and was in line with the policy of the District Council to introduce such restrictions within village frameworks.


�
�
�
The principal grounds of the objection were that a 40mph limit would be more appropriate in terms of measured speed and enforcement of the restriction.  A number of members of the Sub-Committee supported this view and considered that a higher restriction would provide a reasonable compromise given that, at present, there was no speed limit in the village.  On balance, however, the Committee considered that the reduced speed would offer greater safety benefits.


�
�
�
It was resolved unanimously:


�
�
�
to determine, without holding a public enquiry, an objection to a Traffic Regulation Order introducing a 30mph speed limit on Main Street/New Road/Carsey Hill/Blacksmith’s Lane, Shudy Camps, as shown on drawing G470/194 to the submitted report;


�
�
�
to approve the Order as advertised; and


�
�
�
to inform the objector accordingly





�
�
13.�
HIGHWAYS AGENCY MONITORING REPORT 1996/97 - SOUTH DIVISION


�
�
�
The Area Joint Committee was invited to comment upon the performance of South Division staff in the management and execution of highway maintenance in 1996/97.  The comments would be incorporated into a report to the County Environment and Transport Performance Review Panel on 11th December 1997.  








�
�
�
Members of the Committee welcomed the overall satisfactory management of the County Road Network in the Division during 1996/97.  It particularly welcomed the performance to response standards within the Citizen’s Charter given the significant staff changes required due to retirement/ill health.  It also hoped that, in future years, attention could be given to providing details of the performance of the East Division which was responsible for cyclic maintenance, resurfacing and construction and winter maintenance in the eastern part of the South Cambridgeshire District.


�
�
�
It was resolved unanimously:


�
�
�
      to congratulate South Division, based at Whittlesford, on the way they had delivered 


      the Highways Maintenance Service in 1996/97.�
�
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