


SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT AREA JOINT COMMITTEE: MINUTES


�
�
Date:


�
Tuesday 24th November 1998�
�
Time:


�
14.30 - 16.35�
�
Place:


�
South Cambridgeshire Hall, Hills Road, Cambridge�
�
Present:





�
County Councillors:


J E Coston, M Farrar, S F Johnstone, D C Kelleway and P L Stroude





District Councillors:


V B Bishop, R Driver (Chairman), G Elsbury, S Kime and D Spink





CALC Councillors:


G Jones, J A Warwick and S F Wilkinson





Also in Attendance:


District Councillors: P Grounds, J H Stewart, R T Summerfield and W A Vail


County Councillor M Scott 


�
�
Apologies:


�
P Smith (Chairman, Hardwick Parish Council)�
�



42�
MINUTES – 14TH SEPTEMBER 1998�
�
�
�
�
�
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th September 1998 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman subject to:





minute 31.  The edition of the following wording at the end of the second paragraph "although a number of Members considered that speed reduction measures were inappropriate for this length of road".�
�
�



�
�
43�
PETITION – WHEELERS WAY, LITTLE EVERSDEN�
�
�
�
�
�
The Chairman received a petition signed by 57 local residents expressing concern at the condition of the road surface on Wheelers Way, Little Eversden.  The concerns were echoed by the local County Councillor M Scott.�
�
�
�
�
�
Due to budget pressures over a number of years, resurfacing of residential culs-de-sac was outside current County highways policies.  Additional funding from Government in 1998/99 had enabled a number of minor roads (including Wheelers Way) to be assessed on a one-off basis.  Wheelers Way had not, however, received a high enough scoring to be prioritised for funding.  District Council representatives indicated that there was no scope for including remedial measures in the Road Safety Scheme Improvement Budget set out in more detail at Minute 49 below.








�
�
44.�
BABRAHAM ROAD BUS PRIORITY MEASURES�
�
�
�
�
�
At the meeting on 14th September 1998, the Area Joint Committee considered the outcome of detailed consultations on bus priority and pedestrian/cycle safety improvements between the park and ride site and Hills Road.  It welcomed the significant involvement of local residents and agreed to support, in principle, Option A which involved a Traffic Regulation Order prohibiting through motor traffic in Worts Causeway between 07:30-09:30, Monday to Friday, except for buses and emergency vehicles.  It also noted that a decision on an appropriate way forward would be made by the Cambridge Environment and Transport Area Joint Committee (or determined by the County Environment and Transport Committee).�
�
�
�
�
�
The Cambridge Area Joint Committee had also given its support to Option A and would determine the Traffic Regulation Order for Worts Causeway together with a further Order extending the 30mph provision on Hills Road/Babraham Road (to a point to be agreed with local Members).�
�
�
�
�
�
A 40mph limit south to the Gogs roundabout, to meet cycle safety concerns raised during public consultations, would be determined by this Committee, as the terminal point of the provision was within the South Cambridgeshire District.�
�
�
�
�
�
Consultation on the package of measures would commence in January 1999 and involve County and District Members and local Parish Councils.  It was anticipated that the Traffic Regulation Orders would be determined in the spring 1999 cycle.�
�
�
�
�
�
The reservations of County Councillor M Farrar at proposals for a right turn ban from Nightingale Road into Babraham Road as part of the Scheme were noted.�
�
�
�
�
�
It was agreed unanimously :





        to note the contents of the report�
�
�



�
�
45�
CYCLEWAYS IN SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE – CONSULTATION, PRIORITIES AND PROGRAMME�
�
�
�
�
�
The Area Joint Committee reviewed the development of priority schemes in the jointly funded South Cambridgeshire Cycleways Programme.





Revisions to the Fulbourn to Cambridge cycleway, presently under construction, to remove raised crossing points at the junctions with Fulbourn Hospital and Kent House were endorsed given that there was no agreement with the land owner due to future development proposals.  The revisions were supported by the Parish Council and, at the meeting, by County Councillor D C Kelleway.�
�
�
�
�
�
At the meeting on 7th July 1998, a Programme of future cycleway development had been agreed.  This gave priority, after the completion of the Fulbourn to Cambridge Scheme, to improvements through Milton Village.  A Barton to Comberton scheme had been identified as the other priority for 1998/99-1999/00.  Unfortunately, it had not been possible to agree an appropriate scheme for Milton Village during detailed local consultations.  A feasibility study had concluded that on-carriageway cycle lanes should be provided.  However, the local District and County Members, together with a number of Milton Parish Councillors, considered that on-carriageway facilities would not best serve the needs of local cyclists.  Speaking as local Members at the meeting, Councillors Summerfield and Coston reiterated their support for a scheme providing dual use footpaths.  Local consultations had demonstrated that there was no clear consensus as to the most appropriate way forward.  Work was, therefore, ongoing to establish a preferred scheme.�
�
�
�
�
�
Given the anticipated delay in reaching agreement on a scheme for Milton, and the consensus about details of the Barton to Comberton scheme, it was suggested that there should be an adjustment to the Programme so that the Barton to Comberton scheme was progressed as the next priority.  Speaking as the local Member, District Councillor 


P Grounds highlighted support within the local community for the scheme which would link existing cycleways, provide a safety route to the Comberton Village College and encourage commuters to cycle into Cambridge.�
�
�
�
�
�
In endorsing the actions proposed, the Area Joint Committee requested that particular attention be given, in the development of future schemes, to consultations on cycleway facilities which reflected the needs of all local residents rather than the more advanced cyclists whose interests were represented through the Cambridge Cycling Campaign.�
�
�
�
�
�
It was resolved unanimously:





to approve the minor revisions to the Fulbourn to Cambridge Cycleway detailed above;





to note the results of recent consultations on possible options for the Milton Village scheme including on-going work to establish a preferred scheme; and





(iii)	to approve an adjustment to the Programme so that the Barton to Comberton scheme is progressed as the next priority, given its broad support within the local community, with the Milton scheme following thereafter. �
�
�
�
�
46�
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLANS�
�
�
�
�
�
The Area Joint Committee considered a detailed report setting out Government's proposal for Local Transport Plans (LTPs).  The Plans would replace the annual Transport Policies and Programme (TPP) process and would be produced in consultation with local people, business, transport operators and commuter groups.  Detailed local guidance had recently been received and shared with District Council colleagues.  From 1999 Local Highway Authorities would be required to produce an LTP incorporating a 5 year programme of capital works, revenue and maintenance expenditure.  The LTP would be funded over a three year period to give greater certainty to scheme planning and assist in achieving strategic outcomes.  It was expected that successful funding would continue to depend upon clear Plans that comprised integrated measures to encourage sustainable transport development.  Much closer links with Structure and Local Plans would be needed and the new statutory responsibilities relating to air quality and road traffic reduction targets would need to be incorporated.  Members noted the process by which a Plan would be developed for Cambridgeshire and were asked to consider a number of potential revenue scenarios, priorities for spending and the established consultation process.


�
�
�
In broadly welcoming the LTP process, a number of detailed comments were made, including the scope for guided bus, effects of non-residential parking charges on local employment/business, implications for the de-trunking of the A10 and balancing charges paid by commuters with benefits for those travelling as well as city residents.  It was also agreed that there would need to be detailed consultations on any proposals to generate local income to demonstrate their specific impact in the community.  Further liaison between County and District Officers was welcomed and it was noted that District and individual Parish Council might wish to make specific comment through their own Member processes.�
�
�
�
�
�
It was resolved unanimously:





to welcome a report setting out information on Local Transport Plans which would be a core part of Government's proposals for delivering future transport investment,  noting key issues in options for raising local revenue for transport investment and establishing priorities for transport spending; and





(ii)	to welcome consultation between County Council, District Council, Parish/Town Councils, interest groups and the County Council's Citizen's Panel in taking forward the Plans for 1999 and beyond.�
�
�



�
�
47�
AGENDA ITEM FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR J H STEWART – ROAD SAFETY – SPEED REDUCTION ISSUES – CAMBRIDGE ROAD AND MAIN STREET, HARDWICK�
�
�
�
�
�
In accordance with Operating Conventions, the Area Joint Committee considered a request from District Councillor J H Stewart for traffic calming measures on Cambridge Road and Main Street, Hardwick.  Speaking at the meeting, Councillor Stewart highlighted resident concerns and welcomed improvements to on-carriageway markings and safety signage agreed following a site meeting.  He hoped that the Area Joint Committee could endorse a detailed review to be considered alongside other candidates from the County Traffic Management and Safety Budget for 1999/00. �
�
�
�
�
�
Whilst noting the concerns outlined, the Area Joint Committee could not support any further works in 1998/99, other than the agreed on-carriageway improvements,.  District Councillors indicated that this extended to the Road Safety Improvements Budget set out at minute 49 below.�
�
�
�
�
�
It was resolved unanimously:





to note the concerns of Hardwick residents about traffic speed on Cambridge Road and Main Street as reported by District Councillor J H Stewart;





to welcome improvements to on-carriageway markings as set out above; and





that the District Council Road Safety Scheme Improvement Budget, set out in more detail at minute 49 below, should be used only for the schemes previously agreed and that no further schemes should be added.  Measures for Main Street and Cambridge Road, Hardwick could, however, be put forward as a candidate for the 1999/00 County Traffic Management and Safety Programme. 


�
�
48�
HEAVY COMMERCIAL VEHICLES ON COUNTY ROADS ALONG THE A14 CORRIDOR�
�
�
�
�
�
At the meeting on 7th April 1998, the Area Joint Committee welcomed a motion from County Councillor J E Reynolds requesting an investigation of ways in which lorries could be discouraged from using County roads along the A14 corridor.  Detailed work had now been completed by a multi-agency Working Group and an Action Plan agreed by the County Environment and Transport Committee on 22nd October 1998.  In endorsing the actions outlined, the Area Joint Committee also requested additional measures to encourage parking by heavy commercial vehicles on park and ride sites, a similar investigation into reported problems on the M11/A10 and A428 corridors and discussions with local Members on the possibility of signage to avoid heavy commercial vehicles using roads in the Willingham and Longstanton area.  The Area Joint Committee also discussed the possible impact on County roads of any increase in the permitted axle weight for lorries which the European Parliament was being asked to consider. �
�
�
�
�
�
It was resolved unanimously:





to note the results of investigations by a multi-agency Working Group into problems caused by heavy commercial vehicles using County roads in residential and commercial areas on the A14 corridors;





to welcome the specific actions, approved by the County Environment and Transport Committee on 22nd October; and set out in the report in paragraphs 8.1 - 8.13 and 8.15; and 





(iii)	to support additional measures to relieve roads in the South Cambridgeshire District requested by local Members.�
�
�



�
�
49�
ROAD SAFETY IMPROVEMENT SCHEMES IN VILLAGES – UPDATE�
�
�
�
�
�
The Area Joint Committee considered a report setting out progress in taking forward the seven District funded improvements approved at the meeting on 28th January 1998.�
�
�
�
�
�
Three of the schemes at Balsham Road, Fulbourn, Cambridge Road, Eltisley and Frogge Street, Ickleton had been substantially completed.  Subject to local consultation, changes to the road surface at The Lanes, Great Wilbraham would be introduced to enhance the gateway feature.  At the request of the Parish Council, Parish funded road humps to support a gateway feature on Royston Road, Littlington would be considered.  Following local consultations, a revised gateway had been designed for Long Road, Comberton.  The scheme had been supported by the Parish Council although there were some concerns from residents.  Speaking as a local Member, District Councillor P Grounds indicated her support for the revised measure but requested attention be given to local concerns.�
�
�
�
�
�
The Area Joint Committee was concerned to note that a local consensus had not emerged on measures for Fowlmere Road, Thriplow.  It noted that two new options had been prepared for consultation (including measures on Brook Road and Gravel Pit Hill).  Given limited resources available and the likely one-off nature of the District Council contribution, it was agreed that the Parish Council should be advised that funding would be withdrawn unless agreement was reached on an appropriate scheme before the next meeting.  A letter from District Councillor J A Quinlan opposing the revised proposals was noted.


�
�
�
It was resolved unanimously:





(i)	to welcome progress in implementing District funded Road Safety Improvements at Balsham Road, Fulbourn, Cambridge Road, Eltiseley and Frogge Street, Ickelton;�


(ii)	to support a revised scheme for Long Road, Comberton as set out in the report;





(iii)	to note ongoing consultations on changes to the road surface to enhance the scheme at Great Willbraham;�


(iv)	to note further consideration by the Parish Council of measures for Fowlmere Road, Brook Road and Gravel Pit Hill, Thriplow as set out in the report.  The Parish Council to be advised that funding would be withdrawn unless a consensus was reached on an appropriate scheme before the next meeting; and�


to note that a report would be presented to a future meeting on options for any


           uncommitted funding.


�
�
50�
WOOLLARDS LANE, CHURCH STREET AND HIGH STREET, GREAT SHELFORD – PROHIBITION AND RESTRICTION OF WAITING�
�
�
�
�
�
The Area Joint Committee considered objections to a Traffic Regulation Order prohibiting and restricting waiting on lengths of Woollards Lane, Church Street and High Street, Great Shelford.  The proposals had been development, in consultation with the Parish Council and local Members, to provide a more appropriate balance between on-street and off-street facilities, improved visibility for pedestrians (especially elderly people from Robinson's Court) and dedicated parking provision for disabled motorists.  It was also hoped that the measures would resolve problems of access to residential properties.�
�
�
�
�
�
Six objections to the Order had been received; principally on the grounds of inconvenience, impact on local trade, length of limited waiting and impact on residents.�
�
�
�
�
�
Whilst sympathising with concerns expressed, County Councillor M Farrar considered that the Order should be approved as, on balance, it provided an appropriate response to local concerns.  Speaking as the Member for Little Shelford, District Councillor V B Bishop indicated her support for the measures and highlighted the status of the car park to the village hall which was used for parking for local shops. �
�
�
�
�
�
It was resolved unanimously:





to determine, without holding a public inquiry, objections to a draft Order prohibiting and restricting waiting on lengths of Woollards Lane, Church Street and High Street, Great Shelford;





to introduce the Order as advertised and shown in more detail on the plan attached to the submitted report; and





(iii)	to inform the objectors accordingly�
�
Chairman
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