SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE: MINUTES


�
�
Date:


�
14th October 1997�
�
Time:


�
14.00 - 16.45�
�
Place:


�
Shire Hall, Cambridge�
�
Present:





�
Councillor J F W Holdich (Chairman)


Councillors S Bicker, P R Bishop, S J Bradshaw, B Hardy, G J Heathcock, 


W G M Hensley, M Hunter, J D Jones, D C Kelleway, R Keyes, R B Martlew (substituting for Councillor Friend-Smith), S B Normington, J Owens (substituting for Councillor Harris), J A Powley, P W Silby and P L Stroude.


�
�
Also in Attendance�
Councillors S V Brinton, M Scott (Substitute Member) and J K Walters.�
�
�
�
�
Apologies�
Councillors S E Friend-Smith and R J Harris�
�



11.	SOCIAL SERVICES INSPECTORATE INSPECTION OF CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE





The Chairman welcomed Brian Waller, Acting Director of Social Services to the meeting.  He then intorduced Averil Nottage, Alan Jones, Stuart Boyd and Roy Fryer from the Social Services Inspectorate (SSI).





The Committee received a detailed presentation on the SSI’s report on the inspection of child protection services in Cambridgeshire.  The inspection had been requested by the Secretary of State for Health following the death of Rikki Neave.





The County’s child protection service had been evaluated through a study of 48 child protection cases, questionnaires completed by parents and interviews with parents, social services staff and members of the Area Child Protection Committee.  The quality of the services provided had been assessed against the SSI’s standards which were drawn from legislation, policy guidance and good practice.  





The report concluded that the management and staff in Cambridgeshire were committed to making the necessary improvements to the existing child protection service, but that planned improvements had yet to be implemented.  It stated that serious concerns remained about the standard of child protection and identified forty separate recommendations which required urgent attention.





The Acting Director of Social Services in responding to the presentation stated that the Council accepted, without reservation, the recommendations contained in the report. and was determined to ensure that the necessary improvements were made as soon as possible.  Thirty two of the recommendations had already been addressed as part of the work on Assuring Quality in Child Protection Services in Cambridgeshire.  The remainder related specifically to the Area Child Protection Committee or were new and would be incorporated into the Departmental action plan covering the work required to address all the Report’s recommendations.  This work would be the key priority for the Department over the next twelve months and an Assistant Director had been deployed on a full-time basis to steer through the implementation programme.





It was noted that a further inspection by the SSI would take place in the Autumn of 1998, by which time it was expected that the action plan would be fully implemented.  In the interim, progress would be monitored closely by the SSI’s regional Inspectors and would be reported on a six weekly basis to the Child Care Service Advisory Group (SAG) .





Councillor J Owens moven the following amendment, which was duly seconded:





Add the following text after “Inspectorate” in the proposed recommendation in paragraph 5.3.3:





“and resolve to seek from Policy Committee an assurance that the cut of £300,000 from the Social Services current year’s budget will be reinstated immediately and that the proposed cuts to the 1998/99 budget be deleted”.





On being put to the vote, the amendment was declared to be lost on the Chariman’s casting vote, with the Labour and Liberal Democrat Groups voting in favour and the Conservative Group voting against.





It was resolved unanimously:





(i)	to receive the report from the SSI and the associated Social Services Action Plan;





(ii)	to endorse the implementation plan as the key priority for Social Services for the next twelve months;





(iii)	to note, in particular, the fieldwork resource issues identified by the SSI; 





(iv)	to authorise the Child Care Service Advisory Group to monitor the implementation of the Action Plan;





(v)	that a report be submitted to the Committee in April 1998 outlining the progress made to date on implementing the recommendations;  and





(vi)	to note the intention of the SSI to carry out a further inspection of child protection services in the Autumn of 1998.
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