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EXAMPTIONS FROM STANDING ORDERS RELATING TO CONTRACTS








To:


�
Social Services Committee�
�
Date:


�
20 October 1999�
�
From:


�
Assistant Director – Children’s Services�
�



1.�
PURPOSE


�
�
1.1�
To report to Committee one exemption from Standing Orders where the contracts sum exceeds the EC Threshold.


�
�
2.0�
BACKGROUND


�
�
2.1�
The County Council’s Standing Orders relating to contracts aim to promote good purchasing practice and public accountability and to deter corruption.


�
�
2.2�
In normal circumstances all relevant contracts must be subject to competition – the nature of the process varies with the size of the contract.


�
�
2.3�
Standing Orders acknowledge that circumstances may exist where an exemption from the normal requirements is necessary.  


�
�
3.0�
CONTRACTS EXCEEDING THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY THRESHOLD


�
�
3.1�
An exemption has recently been approved in respect of a contract whose value exceeds the EC Threshold (£160,670).  It is a formal requirement of Standing Orders that these exemptions should be reported to Committee for information.


�
�
3.2�
Brief details of the contract, which has been reported to the Social Services Group Spokespersons, are as follows:


�
�
3.2.1�
Cambridgeshire Advocacy, Rights and Independent Visitor Service for Children and Young People.


�
�
3.2.2�
The Children Act 1989 places a duty on authorities to implement an Independent Visitor Scheme.  Further, the Quality Protects initiative places an expectation that we will provide a service that “listens and consults” with children.  The Service provided under this contract will:


�
�
�
a)�
ensure the Independent Visitors and Young People’s Advocates are available as and when required;


�
�
�
b)�
identify and act upon issues and concerns affecting children and young people;


�
�
�



�
c)�
ensure that children and young people receiving services from Social Services Department and Education Authority are informed of their rights, and also their responsibilities, as embodied in the Children Act 1989, and Education Act 1996, Schools Standards Framework Act 1998.


�
�
�
d)�
monitor SSD and Education authority policy and practice, its impact on children and young people who have contact or are educated by Cambridgeshire Social Services Department to make recommendations regarding standards of practice;


�
�
�
e)�
raise awareness with Cambridgeshire Social Services Department and Education Authority of children’s rights issues and to provide information and training for staff as and when appropriate;


�
�
�
f)�
increase young people’s participation and consultation in respect of Social Services and Education provision, through empowering individuals and developing user groups and forums;


�
�
�
g)�
help ensure other statutory agencies and departments of the County Council, in particular Education and Health, have policies and services that support young people known to Social Services.  By definition these children and young people will require priority for services.


�
�
3.2.3�
The value of the proposed contract is £180,000 over 3 years.


�
�
4.0�
RECOMMENDATION


�
�
4.1�
The Committee is asked to note the exemption as set out in Section 3 of this report.
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