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1.0
PURPOSE

1.1
To seek Committee endorsement of the Community Care Plan for 2000-2003.

2.0
BACKGROUND

2.1
Local authorities have been required since 1 April 1992 to produce Community Care Plans in partnership with other agencies in order to fulfil the requirements laid on them under Section 46 of the NHS and Community Care Act 1990.  This year’s Plan is therefore the ninth for Cambridgeshire.

2.2
In September 1995 the Department of Health published further guidance (LAC(95)19) indicating that Plans should focus increasingly on the objectives to be achieved on a joint basis.  There was also an expectation that Plans would cover a three-year period to enable better medium-term planning.

2.3
In October 1997 the Department of Health published `Better Services for Vulnerable People’ and in December 1999 `Planning for Health and Health Care’.  Both of these circulars require, among other things, that the statutory agencies produce Joint Investment Plans (JIPs) for each of the community care client-groups.  These are also three-year planning documents that have to be updated annually and feed into the Health Improvement Programme (HImP).  The first one for older people was required in April 1999, that for mental health in April 2000 (incorporating the Local Delivery Plan for the National Service Framework), and those for other community care client-groups from April 2001.  Locally, however, it was agreed that a Joint Investment Plan would be produced for each of the four main adult client-groups this April.  This has been achieved.

2.4
This leaves the Community Care Plan in a curious position.  It is still a statutory requirement, but it sits uneasily between the overarching strategic statements of the HImP and the detailed proposals of the JIPs.  It is difficult to see how it can add anything additional or distinctive to the process.

2.5
This year’s Community Care Plan, therefore, simply abstracts the key objectives in the JIPs and draws them together into a single strategic statement for community care in Cambridgeshire.  The JIPs themselves are then appendices to the Community Care Plan.

3.0
RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1
Committee is asked to endorse the attached Community Care Plan for 2000-2003.
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