SOCIAL SERVICES GRANTS SUB-COMMITTEE : MINUTES


�
�
Date:


�
Wednesday, 24th February 1999�
�
Time:


�
10.30am - 11.10am�
�
Place:


�
Kreis Viersen Room, Shire Hall, Cambridge�
�
Present:





�
Councillors J A P Eddy, S E Friend-Smith, J D Jones, S B Normington, J M Tuck and P W Silby�
�
Apologies:


�
Councillor G J Heathcock�
�






4.�
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN�
�



It was resolved:





That Councillor S B Normington be elected Chairman of the Sub-Committee for the remainder of the municipal year.








5.	MINUTES - 25TH FEBRUARY 1998





The minutes of the meeting held on 25th February 1998 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.








6.	GRANTS TO VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS 1999/2000





The Sub-Committee considered a report on the Social Services Grant Aid Programme for 1999/2000.  The Social Services Committee on 17th July 1998 had agreed its eligibility criteria for grant aid and confirmed that the contractual arrangements put in place in 1997 for commissioning services from certain groups previously funded through grant aid should be retained.  Applications from organisations meeting the agreed criteria were invited by 31st October 1998.  The report contained an Appendix detailing all the grant applications which had been received (including small grants below £1,500 in value) together with details of the organisation’s current grant and the officer recommendation for 1999/2000.  The Sub-Committee was reminded that profiles of each individual organisation had been sent to members in advance of the Agenda despatch.





The Sub-Committee was informed that the total budget available for distribution in 1999/2000 was £866,120.  This represented a slight reduction on the amount available in 1998/99 (£870,000) following the decision of the Social Services Committee when approving the 1999/2000 budget to confirm a reduction of £25,000 in the grants budget.  This reduction was offset by inflation of 2.5% (£21,120) added to the budget.





Organisations in receipt of grant aid had received notice of the likelihood of this budget reduction for 1999/2000 in February 1998 and were advised to plan according and/or seek replacement funding.





The reduction in the 1999/2000 budget had been managed by reducing the grant allocation made to most organisations by 2%.  In certain circumstances the reduction was mitigated to reflect identified pressures and the comments of the Social Services Local Panels which wished to see funding of the Mobile Warden Schemes protected at 1998/99 levels and for the Small Grants Budget not to be reduced.





It was also proposed to retain £31,500 of the main grants budget pending the outcome of the review of services for young people leaving care.  Allocation of this funding would be determined by the Director of Social Services in consultation with the Social Services Committee Chairman and Group Spokesmen.





The Sub-Committee also noted that some organisations might experience difficulty in balancing their budgets.  Any such organisation would be invited to contact the grants organiser who would be able to offer support and guidance to voluntary organisations in identifying alternative sources of funding.  The availability of the “rescue” fund (£10,000) would also be made known by the grants organiser in appropriate cases.





It was resolved unanimously:





(i)	That the schedule of grants set out in Appendix 1 to the signed copy of the minutes be approved.





(ii)	That the Director of Social Services be authorised to allocate the balance of the grants budget (£41,500) in consultation with the Social Services Committee Chairman and Group Spokesmen as set out in paragraphs 7.3 and 7.7 of the report.





[The list below indicates members of the Sub-Committee who declared a non-pecuniary interest in the applications submitted by certain voluntary organisations in accordance with the National Code of Local Government Conduct.  In each case, members exercised their right to speak and, where necessary, vote under the provisions of the Code by virtue of the interest relating to a voluntary body, an organisation formed for a public purpose or a charity to which they were appointed to the Governing Body or the Management Committee as a representative of the County Council.





Member


�
Organisation�
�
Councillor J D Jones�
Cambridge Housing Society and Cherry Trees�
�
Councillor S E Friend-Smith�
Camtad and Ely Diocesan Committee for Family and Social Welfare�
�
�
�
�
The following members also declared a non-pecuniary interest in the organisations indicated as ordinary members of that voluntary organisation.  In each case, members exercised their right to speak and, where necessary, vote under the provisions of the National Code of Local Government Conduct by virtue of the interest relating to a voluntary body, an organisation formed for a public purpose, or a charity.


�



Member�
Organisation


�
�
Councillor J D Jones�
Lifecraft, National Federation of Old Age Pensioners, Camadvocates and Cambridge Aids Action Help Line�
�
Councillor S E Friend-Smith�
Ely Volunteer Bureau�
�
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